“1'will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and | will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that | the LORD have
spoken, and | have done it, declares the LORD.” (Ezekiel 37:14 NIV).

One of my favorite movies is “Secondhand Lions.” The movie features a great cast, most notably Robert Duvall and Michael
Cain. The movie concerns two older gentlemen who once lived their lives adventurously and have settled down to live out the
rest of their days on a farm in rural Texas. Their greatest desire is to be left alone; so much so, that they keep their shotguns on
the front porch waiting to drive away the next traveling salesman or extended family member who comes to bother them. Their
lives change when a great nephew arrives on their front porch to spend a summer with them. The great nephew (played by Ha-
ley Joel Osment), hears the stories of his great uncles’ great adventures, and it is revealed to him over time that the greatest
struggle these men now face is that they have outlived their time, and while the spirit inside them is stronger than 20 men, their
bodies are unable to do what they once were.

The movie forms an important question that any person of any age must ask themselves: “Am | living or only alive?” There is a
difference. Ezekiel picks up on this theme as God gives him a vision of an Israel that was once living, dynamic, moving forward
into the purposes of God for its existence, and was filled with the very life of God. Yet, somewhere along the way, Israel decided
to settle for less — to be alive, without ever really living. The desire to settle for less, the disregard for the ways and laws of God
eventually turned the people of God called Israel from a fully living and breathing people into a heap of dry bones. Ezekiel's call
was to speak the word and call upon the Spirit of God to come upon these dry bones so they might truly live again. The vision
Ezekiel has is not only for Israel, it is for every human person. God desires to bring real life — to give real life — to every person
by filling them with the very life of God. Jesus shared this with Nicodemus in John 3:5: “No one can enter the Kingdom of God
unless born of water and the Spirit.” And that is the longing of God for us all. God longs for us to live — to live as we were cre-
ated to experience life and to live life and have real and unending life.

The Youth Ministry at St. Paul seeks to provide the environment and teaching necessary to help people truly live as they were
meant to experience life through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. Our ministry unfolds along multiple avenues: Meta-
morphosis Youth Group on Sunday, Wednesday Night Study, mission trips for both Mid-High and Senior High youth, a Fall Re-
treat, serving at events such as Fall and Spring Fling, Boar’s Head, and a host of other activities. These multiple points of con-
tact are meant for the transformation of a young person’s life, helping them seek the real life God gives and experience this kind
of life here and now.

For 25 years the St. Paul Youth Futures Campaign has asked the people of St. Paul to help this ministry bring real life to others.
We ask those who have been blessed to pass a small portion of their blessings forward toward

the youth ministry that they may be blessed. In so doing, you enable the possibilities of making
a difference in the lives of young people. Youth Futures are shares of “stock” which go to sup-

port the Youth Ministry. We ask our investors to invest in youth rather than buy calendars,
candy, or other items. 100% of your investment goes to support the Youth Ministries of St. Paul.
In return, youth support the various ministries of St. Paul such as Sr. Adult Spring Fling, Summer
I"# Music Camp, Fall Festival, Basketball Camp, Advent Worship Services, Boar's Head Festival,

$ and other St. Paul events.

% We are in need of your help. If every family at St. Paul would pledge at least $5 per month (or a
.& one time gift of $60), this would not only bring life to the ministry that happens here, but also to
the ministry to be done on our mission trips this summer in St. Louis, Missouri and Cedarville,
0 Ohio that will bring real life to others. We believe the youth of this generation are hungry for
(( something real. We believe that they long for real life and not to simply be alive from one day to

the next. Please consider making a difference in the lives of your youth and watch the life of the
world change.
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Please help re-stock the closet at HCM! They
are in need of children’s clothes, especially girls
sizes 2, 3, 6 and boys sizes infant, 5, 6. You can
take them to HCM headquarters at Highland
United Methodist Church at 1140 Cherokee
Road.
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Weekly Attendance Report
Worship Services Sunday School Worshig
8:30, 9:00 and 11:00 December7 287 759
December 14 253 707
Sunday, January 18, 2009 December 21 225 715
Martin Luther King Day December 24 Christmas Eve 993
Sermon Title: “A New You: Seeing Thing$ January 4 284 751
Differently”
Scripture:  Psalm 98 Lo
John 9:13-25 Tower Deadline is Tuesday, January 20, 2009.

. ) Please email cburns@stpaulchurch.net.
Rev. Tom Grieb Preaching

8:30 Music: Wesleyan Choir

9:00 Music:  Wesleyan Choir and Worshif st. paul united Methodist Church  [The Tower of St. Paul
Team 2000 Douglass Blvd. (USPS 634-780)
. . Louisville, KY 40205 Published bi-weekly by St. Paul United Methodist Church
11:00 Music: Chancel Choir (502) 459-1595 2000 Douglass Blvd., Louisville, Kentucky 40205
Telephone 459-1595
email: info@stpaulchurch.net Periodicals Postage paid at Louisville, Kentucky 40205
Sunday, January 25, 2009 v stpaulchureh.net
Sermon Title: “A New You: Offered a DATED MATERIAL

Fresh Start”
Scripture:  Romans 6:1-14
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Rev. Brian Ebel Preaching
8:30 Music:  Will Simpson, Organ
9:00 Music:  Youth Choir and Worship
Team
11:00 Music:  Chancel and Youth
Choirs




